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Mat 2D 


Screen hard-guy Henry Silva plays the toughest role of his film 
career—as a convict offered his freedom in return for a dangerous 
mission into Nazi territory—in the Corman Company DeLuxe 
Color-Panavision presentation “The Secret Invasion,’ United 


Artists release opening 


abithe: sos. 3 Theatre. 


Taut ‘Secret Invasion’ Drama 
Filmed Where It Happened 


(General Production Story) 

The historic city of Dubrovnik in Yugoslavia, crowned by 
the beetling fortress which has frowned down upon — and 
repulsed — the great navies of the world since the dawn of 
history, is the locale for the Corman Company presentation 
“The Secret Invasion,” tense and suspenseful narration of a 


handful of convicted criminals who 
save Yugoslavia for the Allied 
cause in World War II. 

The United Artists release opens 
oo Pee eee RN es a 
Theatre, in DeLuxe Color and Pa- 
navision. 

And Dubrovnik, now one of the 
most popular resort and tourist at- 
tractions on the blue Adriatic, was 
chosen for the filming of this ac- 
tion because R. Wright Campbell’s 
tight script called for Dubrovnik, 
and if there’s anybody in Holly- 
wood who insists upon the real 
thing instead of studio sets, it’s 
Producer Gene Corman. 

Dubrovnik was also the easiest 
place in the world for Producer 
Corman to find authentic partisans 
who actually fought the Nazis and 
remember these fights well. Cor- 
man was able to round up 300 of 
these “authentics” for some of the 
climactic action in the picture, and 
most of them still had their old 
uniforms and arms. 

Besides, Dubrovnik’s famous war 
museum liad a lot of captured Nazi 
uniforms and prisoner-of-war garb 
in its storerooms and was quite 
willing to lend them to Corman 
because they’re quite proud of the 
way they handled the Nazi invader 
in Dubrovnik. 

And besides, too, many of the 
picturesque fishing vessels bobbing 
in Dubrovnik’s picture-book harbor 
were actual veterans of the sea 
skirmishes which played such an 
important part in the city’s war 
history—and in the picture. 

The place also happens to be 
breath-takingly beautiful and the 
production called for DeLuxe Color 
and Panavision. So the real thing 
—all the way—was decided upon 
by the producer who insists so 
strongly upon the real thing. 

“The Secret Invasion” narrates 
how five convicted criminals, all 
with long terms stretching ahead 
of them and one under sentence of 
death, are offered their freedom in 
return for a risky invasion of Du- 
brovnik for the purpose of solidify- 
ing partisan resistance against the 
occupying Nazis. If they fail, there 
would be the inevitable Nazi firing 
squad. 

For the five criminals, Producer 
Corman recruited some of the 
strongest and most convincing 
types on the Hollywood roster. 
Henry Silva, famed as a TV and 
movie guy, was chosen as the mur- 
derer who would be called upon 
to murder again in the _perfor- 
Mickey 
Rooney was selected for the role 
of the convicted dynamiter whose 


mance of the mission. 
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talents could come in handy, and 
Raf Vallone is a Lebanese criminal 
“mastermind” well-equipped to 
conceive, engineer and execute the 
dangerous invasion. Edd Byrnes, 
TV’s famous “Kookie,” is a forger 
whose skill could be called upon 
often, and William Campbell is a 
master impersonator. 

Then, by way of adornment, 
Producer Corman selected the 
charming Mia Massini, a lovely 
Italian actress who makes her 
American debut in “The Secret In- 
vasion,” and she alone, say those 
who have already seen her, is quite 
worth the price of admission. The 
role of the army major under 
whose orders the dangerous mission 
is to be performed, is portrayed by 
Stewart Granger. 

Since the script also called for 
some action in Cairo, Egypt, to 
Cairo, Egypt went camera crews, 
director and cast for some scenes, 
and then all the way to Lebanon 
for a couple of shots of that coun- 
try’s notorious fortress-prison El 
Raamle. The real thing, you see, is 
an obsession with Producer Cor- 
man. 

Having assembled story, locale, 
sets, and players, and with the 
stamp of authenticity on all of it, 
it remained for Producer Corman 
to find a director capable of using 
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Secret Invasion,” opening 


through United Artists release. 


“Secret Invasion’ 


Director 


Proves Old Hollywood Adage 


There’s an old saying in Holly- 
wood that you’d better be nice to 
messenger boys because you never 
can tell. 

And one of the best examples in 
the world for the advice is the case 
of Roger Corman, director of the 
Corman Company’s DeLuxe Color- 
Panavision presentation “The Sec- 
ret Invasion,” which opens —.. 
Qhatlie sew sces. sarees, Theatre, for 
United Artists release. 

Roger began his career in motion 
pictures as a messenger boy on the 
20th Century-Fox Hollywood lot, 
and today, while he’s not the kind 
of a guy who does such things, he 
could make it tough for guys who 
weren't nice to him. 

Roger was already a graduate 
engineer when he took the messen- 
ger job. He took it because he fig- 
ured it would lead to big things, 
and it did—to a_ thirty-dollar-a- 
week job as a story “analyst.” 
Came the war, and Roger joined 
the Navy, after which he went to 
Oxford to study literature. 

He then became a literary repre- 
sentative and, in 1953, wrote a 
story of his own. It was “Highway 


all this excellent material for a 
standout motion picture. He didn’t 
have to look far. His brother Roger 
had done some pretty good jobs of 
direction in suspense in several 
previous Corman productions. Gene 
Corman knew he could be trusted 
to deliver a first-class job. Which is 
why the name Roger Corman is 
among the credits of “The Secret 
Invasion” as director. 

Supporting players are also im- 
portant to a picture, and that is 
why the names Helmo Kindermann, 
Peter Coe, Nan Morris and Enzo 
Fiermonte grace the aforesaid cred- 
its. Fiermonte, incidentally, is the 
same Fiermonte who gave up a 
prize ring championship some years 
ago to marry the society bud Ma- 
deleine Astor of the famous Astor 
clan. A crack horseman and auto 
racer, Fiermonte has been appear- 
ing in motion picture supporting 
roles of late and doing very nicely 
at it. 

The musical background for 
“The Secret Invasion” is by Hugo 
Friedhofer. 


Beauty Spot 


Picture-postcard Dubrovnik, an- 
cient Yugoslavian fortress city and 
present tourist and _ vacationist 
mecca, is the background for the 
Corman Company presentation 
“The Secret Invasion,” in DeLuxe 


Sepa at ¢theeues est Theatres 

Based on a daring and audacious 
raid on a Nazi stronghold during 
World War II by a band of con- 
victs, the United Artists release 
boasts of Stewart Granger, Raf Val- 
lone, Mickey Rooney, Edd Byrnes 
and Henry Silva in its cast, and 
serves to introduce the gorgeous 
Italian actress Mia Massini to 
American audiences. 


Mat 2C 
It’s tense, stark drama Mickey Rooney plays for a change in the 
Corman Company DeLuxe Color-Panavision presentation “The 


12 Doan at the... Theatre, 


Dragnet,” and it was produced by 
Allied Artists. 

Emboldened by cash in hand, he 
went into the business of picture- 
making on his own, and he’s been 
there ever since, “The Secret In- 
vasion,” headed by Stewart Gran- 
ger, Raf Vallone, Mickey Rooney, 
Edd Byrnes, Henry Silva and Mia 
Massini being his sixtieth and lat- 
est offering. He is closely associat- 
ed in production with his brother 
Gene who acted as producer of the 
tense drama which centers around 
the liberation of Yugoslavia from 
Nazi domination by a band of 
criminals in a strange bargain. 

The Corman brothers have 
achieved a fame in the movie bus- 
iness by their insistence upon 
authenticity which places every 
one of their releases in a high pro- 
duction bracket. Examples of this 
are their horror films starring Vin- 
cent Price, and their four tense 
dramaticals based on Edgar Allan 
Poe stories. 

Still in his thirties, Roger has 
a bit of advice for young people 
seeking careers in movies or any 
other place. Never be afraid to 
take a lowly job, he says, even if 
you're a college graduate with an 
imposing degree. There may not 
be a lot of money in it at first, he 
points out, but the best place to 
begin is at the beginning — as a 
messenger boy, for example. 


Bar’s Loss Is 
Film’s Gain In 
Raf Vallone 


Handsome Raf Vallone, who im- 
pressed so widely in the Academy- 
Award-Winning “Two Women” and 
as Melina Mercouri’s husband in 
“Phaedra,” studied to become a 
lawyer. But it’s on the other side 
of the law in which he does a thor- 
oughly convincing job in the Cor- 
man Company’s DeLuxe Color- 
Panavision presentation “The Sec- 
ret Invasion,” opening — 
ats the sae ee Theatre. 

Raf plays the role in this United 
Artists release of a criminal ‘“‘mas- 
termind” capable of conceiving a 
crime on the grand scale, and see- 
ing it through. Although convicted, 
he is offered his freedom in return 
for an audacious attempt against 
the Nazis in occupied Yugoslavia 
during World War II. In this he is 
assisted by four other convicted 
criminals played by Henry Silva, 
Mickey Rooney, Edd Byrnes and 
William Campbell. 

Raf’s father was a lawyer, and 
upon the son’s graduation as a law- 
yer at the University of Turin — 
which also awarded him a doc- 
torate in philosophy, he entered his 
father’s office. But he didn’t like it. 
He thought he’d like newspaper re- 
porting better, and got a job on 
the newspaper “La Strada,” to find 
out. 

During an interview with the 
great Producer-Director Dino Lau- 
rentiis, he apparently did a fine 
job of impressing, because before 
he left he was offered a role in that 
master’s great “Bitter Rice.” There 
followed some three dozen pictures 
before he appeared in the interna- 
tionally famous “El Cid,” and he 
was suddenly a star of the first 
magnitude. 

Married and the father of three 
(Mrs. Vallone is a sister of famed 
racing driver Achille Varzi) Val- 
lone makes his home in Sperlungo, 
Italy, where he delights in fishing 
and sailing. 


89th Film Credit 


Former Middleweight Contender 
Enzo Fiermonte, who gave up a 
ring career to wed an Astor heir- 
ess, achieves his 89th screen credit 
in the Corman Company presenta- 
tion “The Secret Invasion,” opening 
2S ees gaia ae 
Theatre in DeLuxe Color and Pa- 
navision. 

He shares honors with Stewart 
Granger, Raf Vallone, Mickey 
Rooney, Edd Byrnes and Henry 
Silva in the United Artists release. 
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Mat 2B 


Henry Silva as the killer Durrell, and screen newcomer Mia Mas- 
sini, in a tense scene from the Corman Company DeLuxe Color- 
Panavision United Artists release “The Secret Invasion,” opening 
UN eter as at the ___________ Theatre. 


Puckish Mickey a Toughie 


In Tense ‘Secret Invasion’ 


To a lot of people — particularly 
those who remember him as a child 
star — Mickey Rooney may look 
like an elderly elf. 

But to Motion Picture Producer 
Gene Corman he looks like a con- 
victed dynamite artist and safe 
cracker. 

At least like the convicted dyna- 
miter-safe cracker Corman needed 
for the Corman Company’s DeLuxe 
Color-Panavision World War II 
thriller “The Secret Invasion,” 
Which opens 2ci2 2 at the 
Ean saat Ee Theatre under United 
Artists release. 

As the dynamiter, whose talents 
are necessary for the successful 
completion of a daring raid upon 
the Nazi-held fortress at Dubrovy- 
nik, Mickey plays one of five such 
criminal artists—each with a dif- 
ferent talent, all necessary for the 
success of the raid, All were prom- 
ised freedom from their long pris- 
on terms in return for their parts 
in the risky business. 

At any. rate, Mickey has gone a 
long way since he entered show 
business—at the age of one—as a 
vaudeville actor. He got into the act 
because his parents, Joe Yule and 
Nell Carter, a well-known vaude- 
ville team of the day, couldn’t find 
a baby sitter willing to travel. 

He made his motion picture de- 
but at five as a midget, and a year 
later was the star in a series of 
short film comedies based on the 
character “Mickey McGuire,” one 
of the famous “Toonerville Folks” 
created by the late Fontaine Fox 
of trolley renown. This established 
Mickey as the elf par excellence 
of motion pictures and won him 
the role of Puck in the celebrated 
motion picture treatment of Shake- 


Two TV Players 


In ‘Seeret Invasion’ 


TV’s “Kook”—Edd Byrnes, that 
is,—aided and abetted by that me- 
dium’s tough guy Henry Silva, are 
a pair of toughees in the Corman 
Company presentation in DeLuxe 
Color and Panavision “The Secret 
Invasion,” opening — at the 
2 SOLAS tie eames Theatre. 

They are two of five—the others 
played by Mickey Rooney, Raf 
Vallone and William Campbell— 
convicted criminals who are offered 
their freedom in return for a highly 
risky secret invasion of Yugoslavia 
in World War II. Stewart Granger 
and lovely Mia Massini are also in 
the United Artists release which is 
from an original story by R. Wright 
Campbell and directed by Roger 
Corman. 


Original Uniforms 

Many of the original Nazi uni- 
forms and prisoner-of-war garb were 
used for the Corman drama of 
underground war in Jugoslavia, 
“The Secret Invasion,” a United 
Artists release in Panavision and 
Color by DeLuxe, which will open 
Uae Sa mt te Sea 
Theatre. 

The original uniforms were dis- 
covered in the store room of a mu- 
seum in Dubrovnik and the people 
were proud to have them used in 
the film as a symbol of the way they 
handled the Nazi invaders. 


speare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” This film masterpiece, pro- 
duced in 1935, is still being widely 
shown throughout the world. 

In all, and including “The Secret 
Invasion,” Mickey has appeared in 
almost a hundred motion pictures, 
most of them in the “great” class. 
The “Andy Hardy” series endeared 
him greatly to the motion-picture- 
going public. But among the roles 
which established him as an out- 
standing actor, are “Ah! Wilder- 
ness,” “Captains Courageous,” 
“Boys Town,” “Huckleberry Finn” 
(a major triumph for him); “The 
Human Comedy,” “National Vel- 
vet” (in which he played opposite 
a new child-find called Elizabeth 
Taylor) ; “The Bridge at Toko-Ri,” 
“The Bold and the Brave” and 
“Operation Mad Ball.” 

History repeats itself somewhat 
for Mickey in “The Secret In- 
vasion,” for that picture also serves 
as the introductory vehicle for a 
feminine player from whom great 
things are expected. She’s the gor- 
geous Mia Massini who is well- 
known in Europe but has thus far 
never been seen in an American 
production. 

Others in the cast are Raf Val- 
lone, Edd Byrnes and Henry Silva 
as Mickey’s “partners” in crime, 
and Stewart Granger as the army 
man who conceived—and has to see 
through—the daring venture. The 
picture was directed from an R. 
Wright Campbell original by Roger 
Corman, well known as an expert 
in building suspense, and “The 
Secret Invasion” is billed as a tri- 
umph of suspense. 

In addition to his busy movie 
career, Mickey has been active in 
television. He scored a personal 
triumph in the title role in the 
Playhouse 90 production “The 
Comedian,” and followed with a 
brilliant characterization of George 
M. Cohan in the color spectacular 
“Mr. Broadway,” among other tri- 
umphs. 

Mickey has been married four 
times and has six children — the 
last arriving while he was playing 
the dynamiter in “The Secret In- 
vasion.” 
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Internationally famous Mia 


Mat 1A 


Massini makes her debut in 
American films in the Corman 
Company’s Color by DeLuxe- 
Panavision presentation for 
United Artists release ‘‘The 
Secret Invasion,” opening ______ 
Recahal Se atthe_____________ Theatre. 


Suspense - Master Gene Corman 
Produced ‘The Secret Invasion’ 


That master of suspense Gene Corman, who among other 
things is largely responsible for the screen villainies and horrors 
of Vincent Price, brings his most ambitious — and suspenseful 
production — to the screen in his United Artists release “The 
Secret Invasion,” in DeLuxe Color and Panavision opening 


och ak atstat at, the. 3:2) Theatre. 

An original by Screenwriter R. 
Wright Campbell, and __ starring 
Stewart Granger, Raf Vallone, 


Mickey Rooney, Edd Byrnes and 
Henry Silva, and introducing the 
new Italian “find” Mia Massini. 
The suspense in “The Secret In- 
vasion” revolves around five des- 
perate convicted criminals who are 
offered their freedom in return for 
a dangerous secret mission into 
Nazi-held territory in World War 
I. 

Their chances for success are not 
high and failure means a Nazi 
firing squad. But the men accept, 
knowing they have little to lose 
even if it is their own lives. There 
is no motivation of patriotism. All 
they want is their freedom. But 
Fate, as it so often does, takes a 
hand and turns all of these des- 
perate men into patriots. It is all 
brought out in a typically Corman 
suspense-laden manner. The film 
was directed for the screen by 
Gene’s brother Roger. 

A graduate of Stanford Univer- 
sity, Gene entered the entertain- 
ment field as an artists’ represen- 
tative. Among his clients were Ray 
Milland, Fred MacMurray, Joan 
Crawford, Harry Belafonte and An- 
na Maria Alberghetti. But picture 
making—especially suspenseful pic- 
ture making—intrigued him and he 
became a producer. His produc- 
tions were released by such top- 
pers in the industry as United Ar- 
tists, 20th Century-Fox, Allied Ar- 
tists and others. 

It wasn’t, however, until he 
“wedded” Vincent Price to the 
master-horror works of Edgar Al- 
len Poe, that Corman really hit his 
stride. Horror end suspenseful as 
they were, however, it was pointed 
out that they all received first-class 
production with on-location shots 


instead of studio shooting when- 
ever and wherever possible. Much 
of their success is ascribed to this, 
and this realism has become a Cor- 
man hallmark. 

This insistence upon authentic 
background, in fact, coupled with 
eye-filling scenery is what took 
Corman and his company to the 
ancient fortress city of Dubrovnik 
in Yugoslavia for most of the action 
in his “The Secret Invasion,” which 
concerns an attempt to solidify 
anti-Nazi opposition behind Nazi 
lines. 


This kind of insistence was also 
responsible for the high critical 
and audience acclaim his “The In- 
truders” won some seasons ago. 


Dubrovnik was also chosen by 
Corman because it was easy to find 
actual members of the Balkan un- 
derground there in quantity—men 
who actually solidified opposition 
against the Nazi intruder, and 
fought them. Most of these men 
still had the uniforms and arms 
they used in the real thing. 


And it is from the territory ad- 
jacent to Dubrovnik from which 
the beautiful feminine lead of “The 
Secret Invasion” comes. Miss Mas- 
sini is described as a classic beau- 
ty. She has never been seen before 
in an American picture but her ef- 
forts in European productions have 


won her the coveted European 
Pula Award. 


The cast of “The Secret In- 
vasion” also includes the redoubt- 
able Enzo Fiermonte, ex-pugilist 
champ who gave up his ring career 
to marry Madeleine Astor of the 
famous Astor clan. A crack horse- 
man and auto racer in addition to 
his fighting prowess, Fiermonte 
plays his 89th film role in “The 
Secret Invasion.” 


Granger Adds Dubrovnik 
To ‘On-The-Spot’ Locales 


Stalwart Stewart Granger adds 
the ancient and beautiful Balkan 
city of Dubrovnik to the long list 
of on-location places he visited in 
person in order to make motion 
pictures. 

Dubrovnik—under Nazi occupan- 
cy in World War IJ—is where the 
action takes place in the Corman 
Company presentation “The Secret 
Invasion,” in DeLuxe Color and 
Panavision, opening 
SPuthie ts te ee ee ee a Theatre, 
and Granger heads the large inter- 
national cast of the opus. 

The cast he heads in the United 
Artists release, includes Raf Val- 
lone, Mickey Rooney, Edd Byrnes 
and Henry Silva, and serves to in- 
troduce to American audiences the 
famed Yugoslavian beauty Mia 
Massini. The picture was directed 


Still DP-37 


Mat IB 
Edd Byrnes, TV’s famed 


*‘Kookie”’ has an important role 
in the DeLuxe Color-Panavision 
film, ‘“‘The Secret Invasion,” re- 
leased through United Artists. 


by Roger Corman from a R. 
Wright Campbell screenplay. 

Granger is a commando officer in 
“The Secret Invasion,” whose task 
it is to oversee an invasion by five 
desperate criminals to perform a 
secret and delicate mission which 
has as its goal the liberation of 
Dubrovnik. In return for this dan- 
gerous service, which calls for them 
to storm a fortress, they are to get 
full pardon for their crimes. 

The ancient, beetling fortress 
which frowns over the port of Du- 
brovnik is where it all takes place 
and since Producer Gene Corman 
insists upon the real thing when- 
ever he can get it, to Dubrovnik 
went Granger, his “criminals,” 
camera crews, sound men, etc. 

In order to make the enormously 
successful “King Solomon’s Mines” 
some years ago, Granger had to 
make one of the longest safaris ever 
undertaken for the production of 
a motion picture, right into the 
heart of the African jungle. 

Since then, and before his trip 
to Dubrovnik, film roles have car- 
ried Granger to every continent in 
the world. His two most famous 
ones, aside from the King Solomon 
picture, were to India for “Bho- 
wani Junction” and deep into 
South America for “Green Fire.” 

Which is a long way to go for 
the boy who wanted to be a doctor 
and actually attended the noted 
Epsom College in Britain to 
achieve the ambition. However, 
somewhere along the line he en- 
rolled at the Weber Douglas School 
of Dramatic Art, and he became 
an actor instead. 

He made his film debut in 1939 
in “So This Is London,” after a 
successful career in repertoire. He 
has appeared in countless pictures 
since, interrupting the career which 
began in 1939 only to join Eng- 
land’s famous Black Watch Regi- 
ment during World War II. 


Still DP-28 


Opening ees ae at the _ 


Mat 3A 
Secret invaders in Nazi-held Yugoslavia during World War Il, appear at a fortress gate in this 
scene from the Corman Company’s DeLuxe Color-Panavision presentation “The Secret Invasion,” 


Theatre under United Artists release. Cast includes 


Stewart Granger, Raf Vallone, Edd Byrnes, Henry: Silva, Mickey Rooney and Mia Massini. 


TV's ‘Kookie’ Byrnes Plays 
Important Role in ‘Invasion’ 


“The Kook” is back! 

But he’s not combing his hair. 

He’s a forger—an internationally 
famous one—in the Corman Com- 
panys DeLuxe Color-Panavision 
presentation“The Secret Invasion,” 
opening = atuthe we Seen 
Theatre under the United Artists 
banner. 

Meaning, of course, Edd Byrnes 
who combed his hair so realistical- 
ly in the original TV “77 Sunset 
Strip” series that his character 
name “Kookie” was _ practically 
added to the language. 

As Simon Fell, convicted forger, 
Byrnes is one of the five criminals 
recruited in the picture to execute 
a daring incursion into Nazi-held 
territory, in return for which they 
are all to get their freedom — if 
they succeed. The alternative is 
death before a firing squad. 

The other criminals in the pic- 
ture are Mickey Rooney as a dy- 
namiter-safe cracker; Henry Silva 
as the convicted and condemned 
Durrell; Raf Vallone as a “mas- 
termind” capable of conceiving and 
executing crime on the grand scale, 
and William Campbell as a master 
impersonator and art thief. Stewart 
Granger is also in the cast which 
includes the new Italian find Mia 
Massini. 


Edd’s first theatrical job was as 
an Indian in the Joe E. Brown 
Buick Circus Hour. He also did 
some minor work with the Jean 
Louis Barrault Company at the 
Ziegfield Theatre, and carried a 
spear in a theatrical production of 
“Hamlet.’ 

A number of television appear- 
ances followed and finally he was 
cast as “Kookie” in the Sunset 
Strip opus. The “gimmick” about 
this characterization was in the 
way he combed his hair and Byrnes 
did it so well that he became an 
instantaneous hit. 

So much so, that after his en- 
gagements with that series an en- 
tirely new one, based upon the 
“Kook” character was especially 
written for him. It, too, was an enor- 
mous hit and won him recognition 
from Hollywood. He has since ap- 
peared in a number of outstanding 
screen attractions. 

Despite the tearful protests of 
thousands of teen-age fans, Byrnes 
was married to actress Asa Maynor 
in a formal Beverly Hills wedding. 
As popular in Europe as he is in 
America, the honeymooning couple 
was overwhelmed by fans in every 
city they visited. 

Edd, a six-footer, is an avid sports 
car fan and expert gymnast. 


Henry Silva Plays Toughest 
Role in The Secret Invasion’ 


Henry Silva, famous for his killer 
roles in films and TV, plays the 
toughest killer of his career in the 
Corman Company presentation “The 
Secret Invasion,” in DeLuxe Color 
and Panavision, opening 
atuthe sess see eke Theatre as a 
United Artists release. 


As “Durrell,” under sentence of 
death and awaiting execution in 
Alcatraz for murder, Silva plays a 
convict who, with four others, are 
offered freedom in return for a sec- 
ret invasion of Nazi-held Yugo- 
slavia. All five accept and there 
follows one of the most hair-raising 
and suspenseful exploits in picture 
history, according to the producers. 


Among other things, Silva is es- 
corted through the deserted but 
dangerous mountain passes of Yu- 
goslavia by a beautiful partisan girl 
played by the new Italian import 
Mia Massini, whose first American 
picture this is. 


The other criminals in the plot 
are played by Raf Vallone, Mickey 
Rooney, Edd Byrnes and William 
Campbell. Stewart Granger plays 
the army officer who conceives the 
daring plot and puts it in motion. 


A product of New York’s tough 
west side, Silva worked as long- 
shoreman, errand boy, factory hand 
and finally, as a soda jerk in a 
place frequented by Broadway’s 
younger actors. He liked these 
people and, as something of a lark, 
joined up at a dramatics school. 


This led to a tryout with the Group 
Theatre, which in turn led to sum- 
mer stock, and Silva was an actor! 

Famed Director Delbert Mann 
saw him and gave him some TV 
bit parts. From there he went on 
to stage appearances and finally, 
in 1957, to Hollywood. He has 
played “cool” characters almost 
exclusively since, gaining consid- 
able notice for his gangster roles 
in “Ocean’s Eleven,” “Sergeants 3,” 
“The Manchurian Candidate” and 
as the title star of “Johnny Cool.” 

Silva was directed in “The Sec- 
ret Invasion” by Roger Corman, 
one of the screen’s best-known 
masters of suspense. The story is 
an original by R. Wright Campbell 
and its music is by the noted Hol- 
lywood Bowl figure Hugo Fried- 
hofer. 


Mia Massini Debuts 


Gorgeous Mia Massini, holder of 
a Pula Award, and star of several 
major European productions, makes 
her debut in American films in the 
Corman Company presentation, 
“The Secret Invasion,” in DeLuxe 
Color and Panavision, opening ___ 
SEW) at The Se beter. 

The United Artists release also 
boasts of Stewart Granger, Raf 
Vallone, Mickey Rooney, Edd Byr- 
nes and Henry Silva in its impres- 
sive cast, assembled by Producer 
Gene Corman and directed by his 
brother Roger from a R. Wright 
Campbell story. 


One Time Fighter 
Enzo Fiermonte 
Now an Actor 


(Sports Page) 

Enzo Fiermonte, who gave up a 
promising career in the ring to 
marry an Astor heiress, is now a 
motion picture actor of consider- 
able stature just in case you were 
curious. He’s to be seen currently 
in the Corman Company presenta- 
tion “The Secret Invasion,” DeLuxe 
Color-Panavision United Artists re- 
lease openimg 250 5 at the 


As a middleweight contender 
some 30-odd years ago, the hand- 
some Enzo was making quite a rep 
for himself when Dan Cupid step- 
ped in and knocked him out. He 
has since done well as an automo- 
bile racer and horseman besides 
appearing in motion pictures, some 
89 of which carry his name in their 
credits. 

Heading the cast of “The Secret 
Invasion,” in which Enzo plays the 
role of a captured Italian General 
in World War II, are Stewart 
Granger, Henry Silva, Edd Byrnes, 
Mickey Rooney and Raf Vallone. 


Brother Act 


There are two brother teams con- 
nected with the Corman Company 
presentation “The Secret Invasion,” 
DeLuxe Color Panavision action- 
packer opening —. at the 
Baledgee wry ees Theatre. 

The United Artists release was 
produced by Gene Corman and 
directed by his brother Roger. It 
was written by R. Wright Campbell, 
and player William Campbell, his 
brother, has a vital part in it. 


Massini Makes 
American Debut in 
Secret Invasion’ 


As the beautiful, young Yugo- 
slavian girl who spends a night in 
the mountains with a condemned 
killer “paroled” to take part in a 
secret invasion to break the Nazi 
hold on her country, Europe’s fa- 
mous Mia Massini, who makes her 
American screen debut in “The 
Secret Invasion,” is no stranger to 
the role. 

She is a Yugoslavian by birth. 
The birthplace is not far from the 
frowning fortress at Dubrovnik 
where the action in the film takes 
place, and her father was a partisan 
fighter in the battle which resulted 
in the liberation of Yugoslavia, 
around which the action of “The 
Secret Invasion” centers. 

“The Secret Invasion,” a Corman 
Company presentation in DeLuxe 
Color and Panavision, opens. 
Ate heise tere eee Theatre. Henry 
Silva is cast as the killer , and 
Mickey Rooney, Edd Byrnes and 
Raf Vallone are also cast as crim- 
inals who are “paroled” to effect 
the liberation. Their reward is to 
be unconditional pardon for their 
crimes, Stewart Granger heads the 
cast as an army officer. 

Mia entered pictures at the ten- 
der age of 17, appearing in a pro- 
duction called “The Poem.” This 
won her the crucial role in the 
Italian-made “The Strange Girl,” 
which made her a star of the first 
magnitude in short order. She had 
been studying for a career as an 
architect when she was accidental- 
ly discovered for her first role. 

Her discovery for “The Secret 
Invasion,” however, was no acci- 
dent. Producer Gene Corman had 
gone to Europe to seek just the 
right girl for the role of the parti- 
san and he interviewed and photo- 
graphed literally thousands of 
beauties. But when it was all over 
he knew he had found the right one 
in Mia Massini. That’s why she’s 
in the picture and at the threshold 
of a new career as an international 
favorite. 

“The Secret Invasion” was di- 
rected by Roger Corman from an 
original story by R. Wright Camp- 
bell. 


Fine Arts Note 


Over a million dollars worth of 
authentic old masters is a “prop” 
for a scene in the Corman Com- 
pany presentation “The Secret In- 
vasion,” in DeLuxe Color and Pan. 
avision, opening. Be ie eo 
Theatre. 

Titian, Giorgone, Botticelli, Cel- 
lini and Fragonard are among the 
masters whose work adorn the walls 
of a Nazi commandant and_ they 
were borrowed from the Belgrade 
Museum. Authentic prisoner-of-war 
garb, World War II style, also 
came from that city’s famed War 
Museum to costume the partisans 
and their adversaries in this orig- 
inal by R. Wright Campbell and di- 
rected by Roger Corman. 


Still DP-2 


Mat 2A 


Stewart Granger plays a British officer who is called upon to head 
a group of ex-criminals in a daring raid against a Nazi strong- 
hold. “The Secret Invasion,” in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe 


Opens) =! sa Mere yy at the 
Artists release. 


peat Theatre through United 
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Exploitation 


ACTION, BATTLE, WAR 
ATMOSPHERE IN LOBBY 
LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN! 


Your front and lobby are the places to sell 
the daring, the danger, the adventure and the 
excitement of “The Secret Invasion,” and here 
are some suggestions: 


24-SHEET CUTOUT: This is a beaut and, cut 
out, it can be used over the marquee or 
in the inner lobby, suitably surrounded 
by barbed wire, “booby traps,” a battle 
sound-effects (Record 5011A. Thomas J. 
Valentino, 150 W. 46th St., N.Y.C.) can 
sound off. Interplaying spots will brigh- 
ten the thing up. 


CHARACTER-SELLING BOARD: Taken either 
from the art stills, or blown up from the 
ads, your electrician can arrange to have 
these portraits light up one-by-one. 


“INVASION HIDEOUT”: This can be a simu- 
lated cave made up of sandbags, con- 
crete blocks, etc., under camouflage 
sheets. In it there’s a machine gun, “‘pine- 
apple” hand grenades, rifles, and a short 
wave radio making constantly with the 
dots and dashes. Keep it small and call 
it “Launching point, of THE SECRET 
INVASION which rocked Europe!” For 
an added touch there can be a cot or two, 
open packs of cigarettes, butts, etc., to 
show that it has been recently occupied 
by “daring and dangerous men.” For 
suitable dots-and-dashes if you can’t do 
better, borrow one of those 33 rpm rec- 
ords used to teach the code, from a ham 
radio or electronics shop. 


TEASER PEEPHOLE: Invite lobby shoppers to 
look into a peep hole to see “What the 
All-Seeing Eye of the Nazis Did Not 
See!”’ Peep hole receives the reverse end 
of a telescope so that it reduces instead 
of enlarges, and telescope plays on a 
well-lighted hand-colored blowup of DP- 
ART 1, with caption “The Secret In- 


vaders.” 


‘Invasion For Merchants 


A store or shopping center — or for that matter the 
merchants’ association of the entire community — might 
go for a “Secret Invasion” conducted along treasure 
hunt lines. It may be well worth a try and it should pay off 


for all concerned handsomely. 

Stunt is put into action by the announcement 
that there’s a “Secret Invasion” going on in town 
by five men who will give out price rebate cou- 
pons at the stores if they are correctly identified. 

Men tour the shopping areas, dressed in the 
garb as seen in the stills, and anybody coming 
up to them and saying “You are a member of 
THE SECRET INVASION,” are given the cou- 
pons on the spot. 

Announcements in newspapers, radio, TV, 
store loudspeaker system and your lobby should 
be made in advance of stunt. 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


The ancient and beautiful city of Dubrovnik, 
where “The Secret Invasion” was filmed, is a 
major tourist attraction of Europe! 

This can open the way for attractive windows 
and other promotions in co-operation with tour- 
ist bureaus (and don’t forget that many banks 
are now in the business! ) 

You may be able to get posters, etc., from 
these bureaus and they should know where to 
get more. Tie-in copy: 


“The Secret Invasion” was filmed in Color by De Luxe 
in beautiful Yugoslavia. 


Went iuauslowe NIG ls Sole, ee a ) 
Let us make all arrangements for you. 
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Ad Selling Powerful Action and Drama 
Lends ltself to Attention-Getting Herald 


DIBLE WHO LAUNCHED HERE IS AN EASY - TO - MAKE, 
He INEXPENSIVE, STRONG - SELLING AID 


It would be hard indeed to find a better locally- 
prepared herald than you can make yourself with 
Mat 601, illustrated on the cover of this press book! 


Layout lends itself particularly well for two colors 
and your printer will know exactly what to do with 
the stereotype to make this possible. 


Costs can be kept down — or eliminated — by sell- 
ing the back to a co-operating merchant. You can also 
probably get added mileage out of it by printing a 
local football or basketball schedule on the reverse 
side. 


Above is Mat 601, as adapted to make an exciting 
herald. Details explained at right. 


Exciting Newspaper Contest Makes 
Reading Ads, Publicity Stories A Must! 


Here’s a one-shot contest — for newspaper or herald a, ld 
PLAN § fod 


— which will get ’em to read everything you print on 


“The Secret Invasion!” Bee gg [} 
: ea er 
They'll read it to find out who’s in it because they SE G RET 


can’t complete the contest unless they know! 

Contest is easy, and to make judging simple you 
can award prizes only to the first ten who bring the 
correct answers to your box office. 


FIND FORTRESS WEAK 
SPOTS AND WIN 
CONTEST PRIZES: 


The Nazis hold the strategically vital city of Du- 
brovnik! 

They have ringed its great fortress with land mines 
and booby traps! But it is imperative for the Allied 
cause that these rings be breached! And it’s impos- sree uEreyaN: 
aihle to bisaeh Ment (COLOR by DeLUXE] PANAVISION UNITED ARTISTS 

In the Corman Company’s DeLuxe Color-Pana- 


vision presentation ““The Secret Invasion,” Stewart THE 

Granger, as an allied officer, accomplishes this by SECRET INVASION 
granting full pardon to five convicted criminals if 

they undertake the secret invasion. ROUTE 


YOU can do it by finding the “weak” spots in the 
Nazi armored rings! These spots are the names of 
the five players who portray the attackers in “The 
Secret Invasion” — and if you ring their names in 
red correctly you will have found a route for a secret SOLUTION p> 
invasion formed by three of these names! 

And, if your solution is among the first ten correct 
ones to be brought to the boxoffice of the ................ 
Theatre 08 22. ae , a pair of guest tickets to see 
the opening performance of United Artists’ “The 
Secret Invasion” are yours! 


Remember: First and last names are used! 


DISPLAY WAR RELICS 


Work with local organizations for display of battle 
ribbons, flags, weapons such as flame throwers, ba- 
zookas, mine detectors, captured helmets and grenades. NOTE: 

Display photos of local men in uniform who served The puzzle is illustrated in a reduced 
in World War II and aim for newspaper cooperation. 
You might also display any captured Nazi weapons 
or uniforms, as authentic captured enemy material 
which had been stored in a Yugoslavian warehouse was : , 
actually used in the film (see publicity story on is contained on the mat. 
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This display might also be set up in portable form, N ais ' = Sm ahi 
so that it can be used effectively in the concession areas SHON’ Serer eRe nOnge 


of drive-in theatres. 


size. Actual size is 3 columns (5144 
inches) wide. The solution, in which 


the names appear in the clear sections, 


RADIO/TV MATERIAL 


“The Secret Invasion” is tense, fast-moving and gripping drama and the electronic assists UA has pre- 
pared for you are tense, fast-moving and gripping 
Both of these assists are available FREE OF CHARGE. Here’s what's ready, and waiting for you: 


FREE RADIO SPOTS — a double-faced platter of takes in varying lengths from a fraction to 


a full minute, for local announcement, with plenty of room for local playdate information. 


FREE TV SPOTS —a series of sparklers running from 10 to 60 seconds, in 16 mm., and with 


ample time for local tagging. 


Your copies are awaiting you at: 


EXPLOITATION DEPARTMENT 
United Artists Corp., 
729 Seventh Avenue, N.Y.C. 10019 


Stage TV Panel Show On War Heroes! 


Suggest to the program manager of your local TV or radio roundtable show that he use “What is Courage? 
What is Cowardice?” as the topic of an on-the-air discussion. Guests should include ex-G.I.’s who have been 
decorated for bravery and the moderator should guide the discussion into parallels of the action in “The 
Secret Invasion.” (Screen the film for this group prior to the program). Veterans groups will be helpful in 
not only telling you who the heroes are in your area, but which of them are relaxed and interesting speakers. 
Moderator should urge them to tell what it was that made them courageous, and what they think it is that makes 
others cowardly. 


TELOP AND SLIDE 


Both of the announcements illustrated are available in both 
styles and will be made up on either a glass slide or a “Telop” 
print. Check with TV station for form preferred before ordering. 


Style “A” is for use of regular 10-second announcement. 


Style “B” is to be used for station break announcement. Call let- 
ters will be included at no extra charge. 


SIN LE AC. 


PRICES: 


$5.00 without theatre imprint 
$7.50 with theatre imprint 
$2.00 for each additional slide or telop. 


Note: Theatre copy added locally can only be done on the Telop 
print. 


YOUR THEATRE-STA 


‘uly ke wits ellees Order from: QQ TITLE CARD CO. 
STYLE "B" 


247 W. 46 St., New York 36, N.Y. 


SATIN ACCESSORIES 


THE DARING PLAN... COLOR ty oc wx | 
THE STAGGERING ODDS... yp \ a 


, AND THE INCREDIBLE 5 «| “THE SECRET h, PANAVISION’ ? 
) ime ACHE "er INVASION hy une ais ( 
syn Mitnanyyautl 


THE DARING PLAN... 


THE CORWAN COW crs COLOR by DeLUXE 


THE STAGGERING ODDS... [Pe 
AND THE IncreoIBiE |» HAG As Sole Qol@h: B . ih coma 


5 WHO LAUNCHED... UNITED ARTISTS 


INVASION" 


3-Piece Streamer 
15 feet, strung together, in color 


De Luxe Sectional Valance 
Any length (minimum order 10 feet) 


Complete Streamer .............. $16.50 WCU POOR asc ene, $1.65 
WE DARING PLAN... 
WE STAGGERING ODDS... 
ANDTHE INCREDIBLE 
SWHO LAUNCHED... ‘ 
ORDER all this material 
from your local tl hello mee 
SCREEN SERVICE - ... 
“GIP CHANGE. All items are TESTAGERIN OS. 
manufactured by NATION- 5 WHO LAUNCHED... 
AL FLAG & DISPLAY CO. : 
43 W. 2|st St., New has 
" | In Canada, place orders wit TOA COMPA 
INVASION a CONSOLIDATED THEATRE “THE. 
g SERVICES, 120 Wellington SEGRET | 
Double Faced, St. W. Toronto. fee INVASION 
$110.00 Usher's 
[COLOR by 0¢ Luxe] PANAVISION® oc...» UNITED ARTISTS Badge 


Single Faced, 
$60.00 Each 40¢ 


[COLOMTy ei] PANAVISION” 
etnseo ov UNITED ARTISTS 


FREE TEASER TRAILER 


A teaser trailer that runs for a minute and gives 
an exciting sampling of the action-packed drama of 
“The Secret Invasion” has been prepared and is 
available to you FREE. Get your request in early 
and run this teaser well in advance of your playdate. 
Follow thru by using it in conjunction with Regular 
Trailer (described below) and cross-plugging at 
other theatres. 


FREE—from National Screen Exchange 


Trailer 


An excellent job of selling the grip- 
ping plot and the rapid action of “The 
Secret Invasion” is done by the regular 
trailer on this presentation! 


Get yours early and play it often, 
and if you have an arrangement for 
cross plugging, this is the picture that 
can use it to advantage! 


Order from National Screen Service 
Exchange. 


Reach The Local 


Yugoslavians 


If there’s a sizeable Yugoslavian community in 
your trading area you should make a play for ex- 
tra business there, since ‘The Secret Invasion” 
was filmed in that country and its story centers 
about the freeing of the Yugoslavs from Nazi 
domination. 

Best way to do this is an ad in the language 
press if there is one, and window cards in stores 
in the community. Both should emphasize the locale 
with a line such as: 

Filmed on location in Yugoslavia 

This can be in block letters and go over the ad 
or card streamer-fashion. 

Another point worthy of consideration and ex- 
ploitation in this language group is the fact that 
Mia Massini, who makes her American debut in 
this picture, is a Yugoslavian. | 


Here's One For The 


Civil Defense People 


Newspapers and civil defense units always like 
the “Secret Invasion” gizmo, and you never had a 
better chance than this to give it to them! 

Idea centers around public alertness. A charac- 
ter in a foreign uniform is generally deposited on 
a road leading into a city, and is clocked from then 
on to see how long it will take before somebody 
spots and reports him. 

Makes great copy and pictures, and often leads 


to editorials. 
ART STILLS 


Use these stills which are available as 8 x 10 
black and white photos for special ads, programs, 
displays and other stunts described in these pages. 


NUMBER 
FROM 
NATIONAL 
SCREEN 


Still DP — Art 2 
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Posters and 


A Mad Major! A Master if 
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Official Billing 


The Corman Company 50% 
Presents 
STEWART GRANGER 100%* 
RAF VALLONE 100% * 
MICKEY ROONEY 100%* 
EDD BYRNES 100% * 


and HENRY SILVA as Durrell 1007" 
“THE SECRET INVASION” = 100%* 


introducing 


MIA MASSINI 50% 
Written by R. Wright Campbell = 35% 


Produced by Gene Corman 35% 
Directed by Roger Corman 35% 
COLOR by DeLUXE 35% 
PANAVISION® 35% 
Released thru United Artists 35% 


*If any of the stars’ names are placed above the title, then all the 
stars’ names must be placed above the title. Size and type are to 
be equal. 


WINDOW CARD 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Set of Eight 
11 x 14 
Lobby Cards 


LEY ASSAULTED FORTRESS EUROPE 
< AND STOOD BS REROES 


14 x 36 
INSERT CARD 


The Story (Not For Publication) 


To perform one of the most dangerous — and crucial — exploits of World War 
Il, a team of criminals is recruited from the toughest prisons in allied territory. 

One of the criminals is under sentence of death. The others have nothing to look 
forward to but long, bleak years in prison. None has much to lose. 

Each, however, is a “specialist” in some department of crime. All their combined 
talents are vital to the accomplishment of this mission. They are told that the 
chances of accomplishing it are only fair. The alternative to success is certain death 
before a Nazi firing squad. 

But the rewards could be well worth the hazard — complete and unconditional 
pardons for their crimes! 

The team meets in Ciaro. There’s Durrell (HENRY SILVA) from Alcatraz, where 
he was awaiting execution for murder. From the notorious El Raamle in Lebanon 
there’s Rocca (RAF VALLONE) convicted “brain” of a crime syndicate. There's 
Scanlon (MICKEY ROONEY) artist with dynamite from England’s notorious Borstal. 

There are also Fell (EDD BYRNES) a forger and alumnus of Leavenworth, and 
Saval (WILLIAM CAMPBELL) art thief and impersonator, late of Devil’s Isiand. 

Major Richard Mace (STEWART GRANGER) in charge of the project, looks the 
odd assortment over. He is not pleased with what he sees. But the war is working up 
to a furious climax upon which its very outcome could depend. And these are the 
men who could effect that outcome — each by the employment of his devious if 
illegal talent. 

It is not until the team reaches a farmhouse near the ancient Nazi-held Yugoslav 
fortress city of Dubrovnik after a fierce running battle with Nazi warships, that 
they learn the nature of their mission. They are to steal into the fortress and 
rescue Italian General Quadri (ENZO FIERMONTE) who is being held hostage by 
his Nazi “allies” in order to insure loyalty of the Italian occupation force. 

The expedition gets under way. The killer Durrell is guided through the dangerous 
mountain passes by the beautiful partisan girl Mila (MIA MASSINI). The fortress 
is forced and Quadri liberated. A fierce battle ensues and then it is discovered that 
the “Quadri” who had been liberated was a Nazi plant! The real general had been 
shot by the Nazis. 

The news of Quadri’s death however, solidifies the Balkan resistence. The Nazis 
are finally out. 

But at a terrible price. For, only one of the desperate men who gambled with their 
lives for their own freedom, won. 

The rest, ironically enough, gave their lives — unworthy lives perhaps — for a 
freedom only others were to enjoy. 


(Running Time: 95 Minutes) 
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The Cast 

Major Richard Mace .................... Stewart Granger 
Roberto Rpera'. <a 3.6 inves Raf Vallone 
TERENCE SCAHION ©. ..-.....8. ko. Mickey Rooney 
WiINRIEGRS ee eee Edd Byrnes 
SOUR IRIIONE ose eee Henry Silva 
PN SR a a eet eee Mia Massini 
Jean Savat..< ok Foe = William Campbell 
German Fortress Commandant ..Helmo Kindermann 
ASQNOTGN OUGOIE: 6a ea, cede Enzo Fiermonte 
DAGIIGG coo An ss ae Peter Coe 
Stephona~ Sa Bee Nan Morris 

@ 

Production Staff 

Produced by |. i. pie es Gene Corman 
DuleCted Bi eee oe ie Roger Corman 
Story and Screenplay by .......... R. Wright Campbell 
Director of Photography ... Arthur E. Arling, A.S.C. 
Pilar Eater...) 255... teeta Ronald Sinclair 
Att Dirwctor: oe tec e. ess 2 John Murray 
calc. SS) nae a anne RMR TER a Hugo Friedhofer 
DOUG EAMOtS. On ce ia ae ee Gene Corso 

Color by DeLuxe Panavision 
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